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HISTORY# COMPANY' K

To write a history of any combat orginization isa
a difficult task; a task that would ordinarily reguire the
efforts of a competent writer and much time in research.
Not being a person of extraordinary literary talent, I find 1. °
it even more difficult to correctly resord the evemtis of
this company, and because of the length of service this ore
ganization has spent overseas many of the actual records have
been lost. However, from the records we have been able Lo
find, and from talking to the "old regulars" of the company
we have managed to find out much of interest. We are proud, o
and we hope that we can give you enough facts to make you
proud of our organization. . Com "K" of the 16th Infantry
has seen much action, and has taken part in many historical vt
events. But let us try and start nearer to the beginning
and follow through to the presents.
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No records, date of &mbarkation to Nov. 7. 1942
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On November 7, 1942 company K arrived off Yort of
Arzew, Africa at 2300 hours and at OI0O hours of November 8
they 1anded in six assault boats Jjust 2 miles east, of Arzew..
The company reorganized, and since no hostile rirjhaa encoun-
tered proceeded inland for a distance of ten mileg along a
previously prescribed route, in order to beach the colpany
objective. The objective was reached at 630 hours and &
defensive position was taken up. At 2100 hours orders were
reclleved to mowe to Fleureus and Assi Ameurs to occupy and
patrol those towns. At 2400 hours, as the company was halted
along the road on the outskirts of Fleureus, orders were:
received to remain at that pesition until 0&15 of November
O, and at that time to proceed to St. Cloud to make an attack
in eonjunction with the 18th Infantry. -

At 0415, Novembsr%z, the company was alerted for t-
the move:on S5t, Cloud, At 20 a detachment of the First
Reconnaisance Troop arrived and took the lead of the column
with the mission of reconnoitering ahead for enemy positions.
At 0715 hours Company K launched its assault with two pla-
toons abreast, keeping a rifle platoon and the weapons pla=-
toon in support. The company came under enemy rifle fire
which pinned the two assault platoons to the ground. The
support platoons were thrown in on the left flank, but fur-
ther enemy fire, including small arms, automatic weapons .
and mortar fire prevented the company from making further
advancement, However, some men managed to reach buildings

in the town and attempted tc clear snipers by throwing hand
grenades at these positions. Despite the action encounter-
ed the company positions were held until 1700, at which time
ordered were received to withdraw from the nosition and pro-
ceed behinfl the 2nd battalion to Oran.

At 0l1l5 on November 10 the company was subjected
to enemy artillery fire along the road from Assi-Bou-Nif to
Oran. The coltimn commander ordered the company to remain
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alon the road until da I; ht. At 0930 the company mov-
%hdﬂgw{;along the axis of éammuniuation.toward Oran and

went into an assembly area about 12 miles distant. £t~
1500 hours word was recelved that an armistice was signﬂ
ed and all rifles were unloaded.

On November 11, at 1200 hours the company left the
assembly area for a new assembly area about ll mliles a-~
way. Three prisoners were ciptured enroute and the a-
rea was reached at 1800 hours..

The company left 8his assembly area at 0900, November
13 for a new assembly area near the town of Fleureus, and
arrived there at 1500, |

No records: Nov,. 18 to Mares 4, 1943,
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: Mareh 4, 1943 found eompany in Tunisia in the Kas-
serine Pass, Howevar, the company left tha‘Pass at 0900

by truek to move to & bivouaec area near El Meridj, Algeria,

The distance moved was 60 miles, and the new area was en-.

tered at 1530 hours. ll?am-ﬁirﬁh 5 to March 13 this bi-

vouac area was left behind and the company moved again,

The move was made by truck to an assembly area four miles

south of Ben Chekba, Tunisia, and the assembly area was
reachedas 0230 houra Marah?

In this area the company spdﬁt the day of March 15
in ususl camp duties, Hecords show the morale of the
troops was excellent, On March 16 ancther move was made.
This time to a final assembly area six miles northwest
of Gafaa% Tunisia., Final orders were issued for the at-
tack on Gafsa, which began at 0900 hours #Maprch 17. Com:
pany £ met no "resistance and marched into ,Gafsa at ff?Ot
The mission of the company, to capture and clear th!f&own,
wasS accomplished at 1430 hours,. e XY

On March 18 the eompany-ﬂna seven miles nargpattg,
of Gafsa on Maknassy Rd., and had, as & mission: lding
Force. These positions were ab&ndon&d at 0800 on March
21, and the company moved by trueck to new positions four
miles east of £l Guettar, attaining saild positions at 6100
hours on lMarch 22.

The enemy attacked these poaitiona at daun. rch 23
with tanks, The attack was repulsed by our—faroa and the
enemy was forced to withdraw, abandoning aeveralw‘nmaged
tanks, Between 1630 amd 1545 we were under heavy artill-
ery fire and aerial bombardment, We were also strafed
by enemy aireraft, and at 1645 the enemy again attacked,
this time with infantny and tanks. The attack was &gain
repulsed by artillery and small arms fire, inflicting
heavy casualtles and forcing the enemy to withdraw and
retreat to the sotitheast. Company K suffered two casual-
ties as a result of enemy action on this date.

The company retained defensive positions four miles
east of &1 Guettar until O3C0O hours, lMarch 28, at which
time the defended area was left and a mpch was made five
miles east to attack enemy held positions, The enemy was
contacted at 0500 hours when our forces met with heavy
artillery and small arms fire, resulting in a withdrawal
at 1130 hours, We withdrew about.two miles and when re-
organized the company found it had suffered nine casual-
ties inthe action. However, the attack was resumed by
the company at 0030 hours March 29th and the ehemy was
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wag pressed until a retreat was foreed a2t 0500 hours.
At this position the company took up defensive posi-
tiﬁﬂ'a *

, The company attacked enemy held ground three miles
east of 1ts former position at 0730 hours on March 31.
The assault was met with fierce enemy fire and conse=-
quently the company was forced to halt, unable to ad-
vance, and remained pinned down for the remainder of the
day. Under the cover of darkness, however, the enemy
retreated and left Kcompany with 5 killed, 16 wounded,
and one missing from their actions.

April lst to 8th was spent in the mountain range
14 miles southeast of E1 Gmettar, near the Gafsa-Gabes
road. The objective was reached and activity was con-
fined to patrols.
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Np records from April 8 to July 5, 1943,
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On July 5th first call was at 0400 hours and after
breakfast rolls were made up and loaded on trucks one
mile from the area., Then the company was loaded on
English trucks and carried to within two miles of the o
point were L.C.I.'s were docked and waiting. Those
two miles were made on foot, the ‘men carrying their in-
dividual rolls plus battle equipment. The company was
loaded and aboard by 0800 and at 0900 we shoved off from
the docks into the harvor. The company was allowed . to
go swimming in the afternoon and the Mediterannean was
qulte refreshing..

We salled from Tunis at 0700 Jjuly 6, and everyocne
was wondering where we were going this time. Several
places were mentioned and some of the more optimistiec
men were even willing to back up their own rumors with
wagers, At 2130 anchor was dropped just out of the har-
bor at Sousse, and there we stayed until morning.

The next morning, July 7, we pulled in nearer
the harbor and spent most of the day swimming, Later
we were told we would go ashore at Sousse the next day.

On July 8th, company K pulled into the docks where
the personnel filed off the ship, formed, and hiked out
through town to a British camp which was a little over
& mile away. After two hours for dinner ( which con-
sisted of "C" rations and hot tea) the company started
back to the harbor. Loaded back on the ship at 1500
hours, company K left the harbor and stopped outside,
where again the company went swimming. The convoy:
left the harbor at 2300,

The morning of July 9 found a c¢lear day and the
convoy well out on a choppy sea. Almost everyone was
seasick, including the Company Commander and the Exec-
utive Officer. Later in the day we met with a convay
of L81's and sailed past the island of lMalta. Rations
and ammunitions were issued, and we were told we were
headed for Sicily.!
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July 10 at 4 0O'clock in the moring we pulled up
near the coast of Sicily, two miles west of Gela, The
beach had been cleared by the First and Second Batta-
lions and very little firing was going on. Here the
company unloaded, reorgamized, and moved into an ass-
embly area where the night was spent watching the
navadl crft catch hell from enemy aircraft. This was
also the day 2nd Lt, Brandt received notice of his pro-
motion to first,

July 1l we wnt into position south of Niscemi
where we recelved some artillery fire and watched the 2
2nd Battalion battle desperately with enemy tanks.,.
The tanks broke through our left and pushed down through
the valley almost to the beach and almost surrounded
us, 7The Camnon company and the Navy broke up this enemy
tank drive, forcing them to withdraw, leaving many tanks
burning in the valley. That night Lt. J.L. Robinson
took a patrol with Cpl. R.R. Buel as second in command,
and contacted the 2nd battalion on our left, and later
led our battallion into the position the second had just
vacated. Also, some friendly paratroopers were dropped
just to our left.

1t was almost daylight of July 12 when we were

getting located in our new positions. OSome enemy alir-
craft flew very low and dropped bombs on M~4 tanks near
our right flank. We were under heavy artillery fire all
day, and saw a feul dump to our rear recelve a hit which
started it afire., Flve men received wounds and were e-
vacuated, except for 5/8gt. Klaus, who stayed with the
company although wounded below the left eye.

About 0830 on July 13 the company began a forced
march into the town of Niscemi, a distance of about 15
miles, No enemy resistance was encountered ao we—moved
so we moved through the town and went into a defensive
position three miles out and contacted the enemy that
night. A report came in that 100 enemy tanks were in o
our vicinity so the company and attached anti-tank was
alerted to repulse thils attack. L&, A.A. Godwin took
his platoon to establish an O.F. on hill 393. One squad
was left there under the command of Sgt. K.N. Walter and
the remainder of the platoon returned to the wvicinity of
the company CP, | |

The morning of July 14 found the squad on Q.F.,
supposedly on hill 393, was in reality on a hill about
500 yards west of hill 393. The squad was left on the
oroginal OF and Lt. Godwin took the remainder of his
platoon and moved towards hill 393. However, this unit
came under small arms, artillery and mortar fire, and
was unable to reach the hill, The O.F. reported enemy
- tanks approaching their positéon and brought artlillery
fire to bear on them, It i1s believed one tank was
destroyed-~~and it is known that the others were driven
off. Then "K" @ompany was ordered to attack and take
the hill that night.. The second platoon, commanded by
Lt. M,E., Stepson, was eent to accomplish this mission
and moved onto the hill without meeting any resistance.
The enemy had moved out againt}

The company sven® most ﬁf the day of July 15 on the
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march, and gqulte a few of the men were sick from the
heat, We stoppred in an assembly area outside of
Barra-Franca. On July 16 the company moved out for

an attack on Barra-Franca, but no opposition was met, =
S0 we had breakfast in town just as dawn was breaking..
lHoved on after a two hour break and went into position
“Just outside of Pietrapterzia. Moved out that night and
marched tl1ll dark when positions were taken up about

ten miles west of hill 609 for an attack on the 17th

of July. We the hill without meeting resistance and
staued there all night.

- We stayed on hill 609 during July 18 and 19th
and at 1300 on July 20 we moved off down the hill with-
out a break until dark, when positions were taken up ab
bout ten miles west of the town of Enna. During the
night a patrol was sent into town, but met no resiste-
aNnce ,

July 2l1lst a motorized patrol under Lt., Robinson
was sent to contact the Canadiens on our right. This
pabrol was able to contact the most forward e¢ompany of
the lst Canadien Division just outside of Leonforte,
and brought back reports that Leonforte was still in
enemy hands. The company staved in its present location.
The men finally had a chance for some rest, sleep and
hot chow.

At about 2000 on July 22nd the road blocks were
called in and we moved out on foot toward Petralia to
the northwest. Just before dawnof July 23rd, after an
all night march, we went into position southwest of
Villadore. An outpost was sent to the hill in front
of us, and the remainder of the company was allowed &
little rest. The company remained in position during -
the day of July 24, and during this time patrols were
sent out to Villadore and prepcrations were made for
another move. Just after midnight of the 24th we move !
ed to a new position one and a half miles east of Gane
gl. This position was reached just before dawn, and
the company spent the day thers moving forward a2bout
two miles to a new positon for the night.

On July 26th at about four in the afternoon ore
ders came up preparing us for the next move. This time
we were to move forward in the attack. Just before ..
dawn of the 27th Lt. A.A. Godwin, with the first pla-
toon reinforced, moved forward to Hill 882 to set up
an outpost. No resistance was met during this mission,
and three enemy soldiers were captured on the hill.
The remainder of the company moved into a wadi and
recelved artillery fire at this position. at about
1700 the company moved in to reinforce the platoon
on hill 882. After dark we moved from this hill to
& position Just west of Sperlinga, arriving there Just
before dawn of July 28th., Some records make the re-
mark, "The men were hungry, tired, and out of smokes" .

July 28th: ®hat mornimg Lt. Brandt went to the
rear and brought up "C" rations, the first food that
the company had in about 36 hours. The company was
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agaln ordered to move, and was moved by vehicles into
the town of Nicosia to strenghen "I" company, which

has taken the town that morning. "K' Company remained
in the town, setting up a CF in the city hall, and polé
lced the town by rounding up all prisoners, many of
which were lItalians in hiding. Guards were placed at the
bank, the hospital and the abandoned ammunition dump..
Thls guard was continued during July 20th and 30th.

July 31lst saw the ,company moving to & new rocsition
across town, and the company remained there August

lst. However, on August 2nd, at about 1300 the com=-
pany moved to an assembly area more forward, and at

this time a platoon of heavy machine zuns from "M"
company was attached to the company. The new assembly
area wes entered just behind the 39th Division at
dusk’> Hot chow was brought up and preparations were
made for the attack on hill 1034,

This attack began about 0100 August 3rd, and at
about 0300 we prepared to move on to hill 105#. The
first platoon, with Lt, Godwin in command, moved up &
wadl on the right and the 3rd platoon, commanded by
Lt, BE.J. Griffin, moved to the left. These platoons
came under heavy machine gun fire and sniper fire, and
were pinned down. <The 2nd platoon, in command of Lt,.
M.L. Stepson, was sent to assist the 3rd platoon, and
& light machine gun squad ubder the control of Cpl.
L.,M, Moxley was sent to protect the right flank.

These units got half way up the hill, but were then
forced to withdreaw. In this action Lt. Griffin was
seriously wounded and hd to be svocuated. Three ene-
listed men were killed and four were wounded. By this
time daylight was approaching, and the company was in a
"tight spot". The company commander, Capt. Morehouse,
declded to move onto the hill Just in the rear of our
objective,. They were subjected to artillery fire all
durlng the daye. Quite a few were found tc be missing w
when reorganization was accomplished on this point..

0 That night we were withdrawn, and sent to the right
flank of the battalion to follow "I" company in general
support .. |

Just at dawn on August 4th we moved through "I"
Company's position to attack hill 1025, but were pinned
down on the forward slope of hill 1034 by enemy fire,
The second platoon, Lt Stepson in commend, was sent
forward to try and reach the objective. fhis platoon
was driven back by he®yy enemy machine gun fire. Just
at dawn the heavy machine guns of the company were in
position and heavy fire was delivered on the eneny,
foreing them to retreat alonf the road., At aporoxi-
mately 0800 Lt, J.L. Robinson, with elements of the
lst and 3rd platoons started moving to flank our ob-
Jectlve from the left, At the same time Lt. Godwin
started moving with the remainder of the lst platoon
- Lo attack the objective from the front. The weapons
toon and heavplatoonnanduheawyrandeléa vy maeghinéogindiwere left in v
Dlace to deliver supporting fire from hill 1034, The
Conipany Commander with company headquarters moved to a
small hill just forward of hill 1034. There they took
16 German prisoners. The unit moving to attack the



cbjective from the left moved onto the left slope of
hill 1025, and received enemy sniper, machine gun and
mortar fire, causing them to withdraw to a covered
position. At this time heavy machine gun and mortar
fire was placed on hill 1025, Using this fire as cover-
ing fire, Lt., Robinson advanced his men and was able

to move onto the objective. After moving into position
on the objective, Sgt. G.W.Weeks was fired upon by the
enemy at close range. From his O.F., near the top of

the hill he exchanged rifle fire, and caused the enemy
to surrender. Tha the company began rounding up pris-
oners, ad the "take for the day" numbered 53 German
prisoners. The company pregared defensive positions,
established O.F.'s and tried to get some well earned
reste While on positionon Hill 1034 the weapons platoon
and heavy machine gun platoon of "M" compamy received
heavy enemy artillery fire. In this action two enlisted
men were killed., Word was also received that Lt, Grif-
fin had died of the wounds he received on August 3rd.,

August 6th we moved out to attack the town of Tro-
ina and after a three hour hike across the country we
reached the town. Troina had heen cleared of the enemy
already, so we moved on iLhrough and took up positions
on the high ground north of the town. We took two
brisoners at this position, stayed there all night, and
also had hot chowe

August Tth, early in the morning, the 47th Infantry,
Oth Division, atarted pessing through our positions.. |
We were tcld that we were being relieved. We were wlithe-
drawvn to an assembly area, about two miles west of Tro-
ina for rest, recuperation and replacemant of equipment.
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August 8th to l4th was spent in usual camp duties
around the rest area, and on the l4th of August, 1943,
and the company moved a distance. of about 25 miles to
an assembly area west of Randazzo. Augist 15th to 19th
was spent in usual caump dutiese-hikes, lectures, and
recreation. After supper on the 1l9th of August we broke
up camp, and started packing for a move the next morn-
ing. On August 20th we moved by truck from west of
Randazzo to licata, where we set up camp and prepared
for a training schedule. There the company stayed until
September 9th when the company moved just outside of
Agrigento to guard the airport.

On September 12, 1983 the company moved to the
same areg that they had occupied Just before going to
the airport..

Cetober 20th fond the company leading eguipment
and meking ready for another move. Left of the area
of Licata, Sicily by truck at 0100 hours October 2l1lst
and arrived at Augusta, Slclily ag 1000, where they
went aboard HMS Maleja at 1800 hours. The ship pule-
led out of the harbor at Augusta at 1100 on Cctober 23
amd headed out to sea, The beat docked at the harbor
of Algeria at 1800 on October 25th. Then on the 27th
the ship left the harbor once more, and again headed
out to sea..



November 5th, 1943 was the doy the ship docked at
Liverpool harbor, at 830 hours. The distance traveled
since boarding the ship was 3814 water miles.. Most of
the day was spent in changing into O.D.'s.

The company disembarked at 0300 hours, assembled :
in a platoon formation on the docks and marched about a
mile from the docks to board a train. The traln pulled
out of the station at 0700 hours. Arrived at permanent
change of station per secret authority, trzelling Dby
rail for approximately 300 miles. The train pulled in
at the station at Dorchester, England at 1930 hours..
Disembrked from the train and boarded trucks and rode to
Abbotsburg, England a distace of about 15 miles. Com-
pany moved into small British made huts, had hot supper,

and were restricted until further notices.’

From the records I have been able to locate
where the company spent their time from this date until
sometime near D#Day doing training of all sortse prob=-
lems and drill..

Then along came the mightlest military invasion in
history, and the lst Division was right in front. &nd
of course company K couldn't be left behind either..

"K" company disembarked from HMS Empire ANvil at 0325,

6 June 1044 in LCA's and the stage was set for their
part in the greatest invssion in world history. lme
mediately the LCA's took off dor their rendevous area,
awaiting the hour to hepd for the coast of France.

The ocean was very rough, and soon everyone was drenched
from the high waves that were splashing in and over the
front of the craft.

At approximately 0615 hours six craft loaded with
tense, but anxious soldiers headed straight for the beach
"Fox éreen", on the Normandy coast of France, in the
viecinity of Colleville Sur ler,.

At Hplus 30 (0700) all boats reached the shore
safely, but two were blown up by mines shortly after
they had put their passengers safely ashore... Machlne
guns were constantly chattering and the cross fire was
sweeping up and down the beach. By this time the enemy
mortar and artillery fire had started in to zero the
men thrown flat on the sands, and heavy cesualtles
were being inflicted.

"K" company, the reserve company of the battalion,
landed before one of the assault companies, and was
pinned down immediately. The riflemen took up positions
behind the embankment at the high tlide mark, but tar-
gets were hard to find due to the enemy's well-cover-
ed and well concealed positions.

Lieutenant Brandt, the company executive officer,
was seriously wounded, and was later kllled by the same
shell that mortally wounded the Company Commander,
Captain Fruenal, while he was trylng to reorganize
the company. Lieutenant Zyblut was seriously injured
while coming in from the landing craft, but he mane-
aged to reach the cover of a small ¢liff to get first
aild..



Lt. Robinson was killed by a sniper while he was iry-
ing to direct orders for the attacke.

At this time Lt, Tumbaugh and 35/5gt. Barbelrl re~

- grouped the first and second assault groups and moved
across terrain swept by enemy firs, but they gained
first contact with the enemy, infllicted casualties and
forced them to withdraw.. On top of the hill they Joined
"L" company and set up a defensive position on their left
flank. Here they were told that the remainder of K com-
pany had occupied the village of Cabourg. Lt. Stumbaugh
sent out a patrol of three men to see 1f they could
contact the enemy. From this mission the men never
returned.,.

A few minutes later one of the men statloned at
an outpost came back and told him he had seen 15 Jerry
soldiers in Cabourg, so Lt, Stumbaugh moved his section
up to contact the enemy, but were fired upon from the
flank. The section was forced to move back to the cover
of a hedgerows. '

The company, less the 1lst and 2nd assaull groups,
under command of Lt, Hallissey- fourth section on the .
left, fifth on the right, and third to the front center,
moved up the hill on the left flank. Three of an enagy
machine gun crew were captured and one killed- the rem
mainder of the enemy withdrawing to the safety of the
surrounding hedgerows |

On the first objective Lt . Giles Jolned the
company, and assumed command., The third section, under
Lt, Silver, was given the mission of clering a path
through a mine field, and sending out a patrol to try
and contet I or L companies, About mid-way across the
open terrain over which they were sdvancing they came
under fire from the enemy and were pinned down. Lt.
Giles, Lt, Silver, Sgt. Buel, and three riflemen ad-
vanced to the head of the companhy, moved on ahead
for abput 500 yards, and contacted elements of L
company. The remainder of the company moved up and adw
vanced with L company to where the battalion was re-
organized., '

It was decided the defensive positions for the
night would be in this sector. Lt, Stumbaugh and the
gsecond assault section rounded up the inhabltants of
the willage and placed them under guard, The first,
fourth and fifth assault sections sent out patrols

to La Vallee during the night, but no enemy was contaci=
ed,

When a check was made at the end of the day 51
casualties, most of them on the beach, had been suffered
by company K. '

On July 29 the company was 800 yards west of La
Chevalerie. On the afternoon of that day the company
received orders from battalion for company K to attack
Lauberieri with company L. Company K went into the
attack at 1100 hours, and had taken 1ts objective at
1600 hours, No enemy was encountered during the attack.
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The area occupied by the company on 1 August,
the area horth of Gavray bombed from about 0005 un-
til 0030, Several bombs hit in the company area,
but there were nc cesualties, Orders were received that
we would move out and be rear guard for the regiment.
At 0800 the company left with the secnidbplatddn:
leading, followed by the third platoon, company head-
quarters and the weapons platoons, The first platoon
was to move out late wlth the regimental train to ar-
rive 6 miles east of lLa Haye Pesna, The platoons
were assigned areas and dug in., There was no enemy acé
tion during the trip. Several enemy planes flew over
our positions shortly after our arrival,

Company K left i&$ positions at 0636 2 Adgust
by motor convauy and arrived at La Tellerie at 0745
to go into forward posts and prepared for the attacke.
The battalion moved out with companies I and L in the
lead, and K in reserve. Company moved out at 0945,
‘The battalion tock the objective without meeting enemy
resistances The company then moved into another ags-
embly area at la Chaple Uree at 1245, Platoons were
asslgned areas and dug in; outposts were established.
Information was received from a Frenchman that there
~was a German officer and three enlisted men just south
of our position. A patrol was sent out to capture them.
The patrol proceeded south about two miles when they
came upon a group of Germans who began to run when they
were challanged, One German was wounded and capturede
and two others surrendered, including a German officer.
The patrol proceeded in order to capture the otherman,
beslides two more. The wounded man and two others were
turned over to battalion and the patrol returned at
2000,

On Friday, August 18, orders were received that =
the situation was no longer tactical, so the platoons
were pulled 1into an assembly area and paid. The company
left the area 1/2 mile east of La Haye, to set out
marching at 1630 for a rest area 3/4 mile northeast of
La Hgye, arriving there at 1705, That night the com-
pany had a party and a mévie.

On the third of Octoberm while the company was in
EZilendorf, the enemy laid a terrific barrage of artillery
on the company position at approximately 1145, This
barrage lasted about 35 minutes, and during that time a-
bout 400 rounds were thrown into our area. Immediately
following the barrage enemy infambyy, and engineers
attacked, The heavy barrage knocked out all communicaes
tions to platcons and battalion. Therfore, the com-
manding offlicer did not know the exact situation. How=
ever, communications were soon reestablished with batta-
lion when one of the men maneuvered the 300 set through
an aperture in the CF pillibox. Battalion was informed
that we were being counter-attacked, -nd we requested
division artillery. The company was supported by 15 b
battallons of artillery. The company was supported by
15 battalions of artillery, personally dirccted by Gen-
erz=1 Andrus.,
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The story finally came back that the enemy had for-
ced the lst squad of the first pkatoon from their posié&
tion by moving a tank up to the position, followed by en-
gineers who used demolitions and flame throwers on their
pilli-box., The squad was able to withdraw with no casual-
ties to a position closer to the platoon CP. At the same
time this occurred in the lst platoon area, the third
platoon had to with draw for the same reason. The 57mm
AT gun was knocked out by a direct hit. When the enemy
came in the y turned the flame thrower on the gun.

The attack continued until daylight, when it was
discovered that the second squad of the first platoon
had been captured. However, the attack was successfully
pepulsed and the company was in ints origimal position
shortly after daylight.

On Thursday, 19 January the ¢company was alerted
at 0500 hours and moved from the assembly area 0545 to
8 Jump off spot about 600 yards southeast of Fagonville
At 0645the last and se@ond platoons boarded light tankss
and headed for the objective. The thirdplatoon, com~-
pany headquarters, and the weapons platoon fodtlowed up
on foot. Captain Booth rode one one of the light tanks
s0 that he could direct the attack and contrel the fire
©f the tanks., The company objective was some woods about
1500 yards east of Faymonville., The enemy had pulled
out by the time the company got there so no trouble
was encocuntered, and the company was on the objective
by 0830 hourse,.

While the company was taking the objeetive I and
L companies were attacking the town of Schepren, Bel-
gium, After our objective was taken orders were re=
celved to move down to Schoppen and to stand by for oré
ders. About 1430 the company drew a mission to clean
out some houses dn front of L company., for this job
the second platoon was selected. They started out in
good shape, buton arriving at a crossroad in front of
1 company they found that Jerry had zeroced in on them
with a heavy artillery barrage. In this barrage eight
men were wounded and three killed, | '

In the evening of the 25th of J anuary the first
platoon was given the mission of establishing an out-
post 1in a small wooded section 8000 yards out to the
front. A patrol was sent to the woods, and after captur-
ing 15 enemy without resistance, established positions
on the east fringe of the road. At about 0130 on the
morning of the 27th of January the position received
mortar fire and, shortly after, another counter-attack.
IThe first platoon was forced to withdraw from the woods,
but they established another outpost in a hedgerow &
hundrsd yards from the woods. During the next day, the
27th, K company ag=2in received onders from battalion
to secure the woods in order te protect the flank of the
18th Infantry, who were moving into Heppenbach the

following morning.

At about 2330 hours a squad of the third pleatoon
attempted to secure the woods, but were pinned down
by small arms fire- the remainder of the platoon, rid-
Ing medium tanks, attacked the weeds, and after capture



ing 23 enemy againieatablished an outpost in the woods,
About 0530 this;ﬁgigtiéhtreceived an enemy counter-
attack supported by: & direct fire weapon, probably a
light tank, and ag@in .the outpost was forced to with-
dI‘aWu 5T , 2

On the moring of the 28th of January, a patro}l was
agin sent to the woods, for 1t w_s thought the enemy had
withdrawn because of the attack and capture of Heppen=
bach by the L8th' Inpfantry. This patrol found the woods
to be clear of an‘ta tion and to contain two somewhat
wounded enemy and M#¥merous enemy weapons. The company
pemained in a sta#ic 'position. On the 29th the batta-
lion was called in for divisional reserve..

On the 25th of Febrauyy, after a hot breakfast the
company crossed the Ruhr river and went into an assembly
area at Neldereau. The company remained at this assembly

w. @area during the tlme the company commander went omea re-
connailssance., We moved out in the attaek at 1200 hours
and crossed the line of departure without any trouble
except an eoccasional round from one light enemy gun.
After an advance of about 800 yards through the woods the
company was held up by small arms and machine gun and
tank fire. The férst and second platoons were in the
assgult., The third platoon, unable to dislodge the
enemy, held up the company for the night., We received

harrassing fire and suffered three casuiaties. Two men :

- “Were missing in action. On February 27th the company
received orders to pull back and pass throughthe 2nd
bpattalion at Soller. From Soller we were to 'attack and
take part of the town of Vettwdiss. The company moved

.out at 0900 hours, following I company to an assembly
w5 area 1000“ymds west of Soller. With I company on the 1
| left, the company Jumped*bf§ 1200 hours and cleared the
left edge pf a woods between Seller and Vettwelss. MAf-

- ter emerging from the woods the company, centinued on

"l tngyﬁttweiss, recelving some. artillery, mortar and

| ﬁsgﬁlaﬁarma fire. After . gaining an entrahce into the

towny 1little opposition was encountered until the com-
Pany was within a short distance, about 30Q€ysgis, of
1tg flaml objective. This objective was aVlarge fac~-
tory on the extreme edge of town. Due to heavy enemy

‘%ank{‘SfT! and small arms fire the company was unable

to* contlinue 1ts advance., Cur position was consolidated
and the comapny tied in with the companies on our flanks.
The attack was slowed down largely due to the fact that
only two of our tanks were successful in reaching the
town. The casualties suffered were three in number.

On the 28th of February the company continued
the previous day's attack at 0530 hours, and was success-
ful 1in reaching its objective. Harassing artillery fire.
was received on our positions. At 1000 hours the com-
pany recelived orders to attack theytown of Gladbach,
three kms, distant, at 1100 houms jin..conjunction with
L company. The company moved out onm’ foot and under the
cover of a smoke screen was successful in consolidaeting
the objectlive in a short time. The enemy laid a very
heavy artlllery concentration on the entrance to Glad-
bach, but only three casualties were suffered. Heavy
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artillery fire was continued on the company throughout
the day. At 1730 hours the company received orders to
attack and hold the town of Eggerhheim, about two and
& half kms. north of Gladbach., Company was to move out
on battalion order, after L company siezed a town a-
bout half way from the objective. The company moved
out at 2100 hours and received a heavy artillery bare
rage Just as the head of the column left Gladbach.
Three men were wounded, one killed, and a few were lost
due to daryness and confusion. The company moved out
qulckly, however, and reached its objective without
further mishap or oppecsition., One prisoner was taken
in the town. By 2400 hours the town was =ecured, all
positions consolidated, barricades removed from the
spbreet and a mine field checked.

Hot breakfast was served at 0600 hours on the
fourth of March, and the company moved out on trucks
at 0800 to an assembly area in Freisheim, a distance
of tem miles. At 2130 hours the company moved out on
foot to a new assembly area in Weillerwest and arrive
ed at positions at 2330 hours. The distance covered wa
was aboutﬂzérmiles. The companyreceived orders for the
attack to be maie on the following morning.

The company was alerted to move out at 0400 hours
into the attack for the wooded area north of Weilere
west., No oppesition developed throughout the morning
and the company reached their first objective, At
1400 the company moved forward about 3000 yards to the
edge of the woods west of Merten., There the company
held up until darkness, and at dusk the company moved
out into the town of Merten against light small arms fire
and had its posittons consolidated by 2100 hours.  No
casualties were suffered, but the men were becoming very
tired from the continuous advance without let UPe.

At 1700 hours on the 6th of lMarch, 1st Lt, Ray-
mond He Smith led a motorized patrel out to the town
Of Sechtem, When the patrol was within 200 yards of

‘the town limits they drew small arms fire and were
forced to withdraw to our own lines. One. pan .was
killed on this patrol. At 2100 hours the 1lst pla-
toon with a section of medium tanks moved out and
‘occupied the town of Irippeldorf, about 1000 yards
to the left of the company. A counter-attack was
expected but did not-develop.

One of the most successful attacks made by this
company 1in the Luropesn campign was the attack on Bonn
on 8 March 1945, Although unorthodox in many ways,
and somewhat unuaual, it is an example of aggressive-
ness and of taking advantage of the sltuation., By
240C hours, 7 March, orders were received for the attack
on Bonn. All officers were briefed immediately, and
the company with attatched units, attacked towards
Bonn at 0400 hours. The company: marched on the road
in a column of two's. The order of march was the 1lst
platoon with Lt, R.H. Smith leadling, the 3rd platoon
under Lt. Thomas, the 2nd platoon under Lt. Brauer,

& platoon of tanks made up of four mediums and one
assault gun, commanded by Lt., Spencer. Also, there



company headquarters and the weapons platoon under
Lt. F.H. Smith and Lt., Shaw, and a regimental anti-
tank platoon under Lt, Shultz. The light machine
gun sectlon was attatched to the lst platoon and an
engineer team with a mine sweeper rode the lead &ank.

The Jjump-off was at 0400 hours from the IF at
point 62, When the company had passed point 77,
machline gun fire came up from point 94 and flares
continually came up from point 78. The machine sun fire
was toohlgh and passed over the company and the marche
ing formation was maintained in spite of the flares dir-
ectly overhead., The company crossed the railroad be-
tween points 78 and 79 and arrived at the traffic
circle at 0500 hours. |

Sentries at intersections, billets, and so on,
were disarmed amd marched right along in the column.
At 545386 two groups of German soldiers were encoune
tered. There were about six in each group and ‘one
group g&ve up lmmedliately. The other failed to halt
when challanged, so rather than have unnecessary gune
fire, the le"ad platoon marched side by cide down the
street with them.,

Une of the soldiers asked in German, "What Fanzer
Division is this?" The company turned left at Rosental
Strauss and the small group of Germans continued toc merch
straight ahead on Koln Strauss., There were very few
people who were up and around, who were very confused
. and evlidently thought we wereefriendly troops. Things
were very qulet as we ma#ched the company into the very
heart of the city and the enemy defenses. It seemed
that things were almost too qulet, but a change was
Just about to take place,

Just 28 the company reached 1ts assigned sector in
the city, Lt., R.H. Smith and Sgt. Jacks went down to
the river's edge at 0530 and reported to the company
- commander that the bridge was intact., Shortly after-
‘ward, all hell broke loose., Traffic began pouring
in from the north and it became apparent that there W& s
& ring of tanks and SP guns guarding the approaches to
the bridge - '

The infantry crowded into doorways, windows,
alleyways and other places from which they could fire
into the streets, The assault gun was placed at the
interscction of Rosental and Wachsbleicher. Within
an hour, on Mark VI tank, one 88mm SF gun, two weasels,
two trucks, three cars and one ambulance carrying food
and ammunition were knocked out. The 105mm agsault
gun Knocked out the tank, and a Sherman got the SF,
The cars and weasels were full of soldiers whe fired
from the vehicles., The traffic from the north stop-
ped when the Germans had learned that the Americans
were in the town.

Lt. R.H. Smith led a group of five voluntecers that
were to clean the buildings on Rosental down to the
river, 3Sgt. Jacks was killed by a machine gun during
this actlon, and was the only casualty suffered by the
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company during this attack.

The remainder of the day was spentiincelearing the
original sector assigned to the company. Artillery and
rockets fell in the area throughout the day and night.

Resistance ended officially at 1410 hours and. the
company had taken 137 prisonerse.

On the 18th of March, the company crossed the Rhine
river on a pontoon bridge under the cover of a very
offecient smoke screen, and reached an assembly area in
Rheinbreitbsch at 0930. From this assembly area, the
company moved out to the northeaat corner of the Remagen
bridgehead and relieved elements of the 78th division.
The company went into positlions at Ittenbach with the
first platoon occupying an outpost position 1n Dotte—
schied, about 1500 yards north of the company.

At 2230 haurqion the 20th of March, the company
noved out and as they reached the Autobahn, the 2nd
and 3rd platoons were pinned down by machine gun fire
and suffered three casualties. The oppostion was
taken care of and the company continued the advance,
crossed the Antobshn, and reached its fimal objective
at Billinghausen without further incident. Some
smnall arms fire was received while 1n this poslition,
and artillery fire was brought to bear on a German
tank that wes laying direct fire on elementis of 1
company to our left., The ténk withdrew under cover
of a very skillfully lald smoke screcsn. Later that
day, the enemy made another withdrawel across open
ground exposed to dlrect fire, The smoke screen was
used for this movement expertly in this operatlon,
also,

As this expansion of the bridgehead continued,
a1l elements were on line and covering a very large
front. Company K was division reserve for tnree
hours one afternoon, but moved up and took over L
company 's positions and went into the attack agaln
at 0300 hours on the 24th of March.

The compeny moved out behind I company into
the attack for Kunzenhohn. Shortly after crossing
the LD, I company encountered heavy machine gun and
anti-tank fire. K company was on the reverse slope
of a ridge and the fire passed over them. as casvals-
ties and confusiocn began to mount in 1 company, the |
order was received to sieze the objective at all f
costs!'! K company deployed to the left and started i&
to maneuver around to hit the enemy from the year,
but dawn was Just breaking and only the lst platoon
got across the open ground that was covered by direct
fire from the enemy's flank., The first platoon mov-
ed up a ravine to the edge of the village. One anti-
tank gun crew was killed, sseveral infanirymen were
killed, and several prisoners were tlaken as the pla~
toon moved up this draw, When within 50 grds of the
buildings, theplatoom held up at the edge of the
svine while Lt. Smith and Sgt. Deaton scouted the vicin-
ity and found out that the platoon was completely
surrounded by both tanks and infantry. The platoon . |
was immeditely reorganized and twelve men were missing. f

- S
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It was declded thatthe platoon would work back
down the gullie the same way it had come up and try to
locate the caualties and the remainder of the of the
company. Nine men were wounded and three dead were take
en care of., BSgt. Turner located and led the other the
other rifle platoons up. For atime, the situation
appeared very critical, but the company was able to
continue the advance and galn its objective by 1100
hours. The pressure was relieved by a platoon of mede
ium tanks attached to I company, and a total of 45
prisoners were taken. Highly concentrated barrages
of artillery and rockets had been coming in almost cone
tinually for the past 48 hours, and this was contin-
ued as the company attacked Lichtanberg at 13500 hours.
Lst Lt, Raymond H, Smith performed an excellent job in
moving his pléoon onto the objective zand holding
1t in the face of enemy counter-attacks. lNMany enemy were
killed by small arms fire. Battalion was asked to send
up ammunition for the anti-tank weapons, but none was
received, £

.

The company received orders to attack at 0400
hours on the 25th of lMarch, but the enemy changed the
plans with a stron counter—attack. Lnemyttanks ap-
proached within 200 yards of our position. Two tanks
were knoecked out and the remainder were driven off.

The attack was resumed at 1400 hours towards the town

of Leschied., With the aid of tanks, the objective

was thken against light oppositon. Once on the objective
& TOT of our own ptillery came in on us and killed

one man, and wounded six others, Later in the evening
enemy B+1llery was recelved and also direct 20mm fire.

When the break was made out of the bridgehead, this
organization had the mission of 1ﬂapfrasging to the
east and sweepring from the 3rd Armored division's left
flank north to the Sieg river. A typileal action was
the movement on tanks, tank destroyers, and half-tracks
from Ukerath to an asaembly area in Ndr Irsen and the
attack toward the city of Hamm at CO30 hours on the 28th
of March. The company was supported by medium tanks,
- tank destroyers, a platoon of heavy machine guns and
an anti-tank platoon. The first phase linc was ﬁrdcht
where “small arms, machine gun and tank fire held the com-
pany until daylight. Thirteen prisoners were taken.
'The company continued the advance toward Hamm and while
enroute recelved orders via radio to attack the city of
Roth instead. This move put K company 5 miles out in
front of the rest of the battalion. The town was taken
Just asthe enemy was withdrawing from his positions and
artillery ad mortars were the only opposition met. Two
patrols were sent out, one to check the area to the com-
pany's front and the othar to check the condition of the
bridges across the Sieg river,

On the 31st of March, the company rode 125 miles
on tanks and TD's to the city of Buren and then seized
and occupied the town of Wiene. The tanks ran out of
fuel enroute and together with the men on them, they
didn't arrive untile the next day. In this positian
many prisoners, mostly in convoy, were thken as they tried
to escape the Ruhr Yocket, Not knowing that the TFocket
was closed, they rode right into our positions and tried
to shoot their way out. All German officers and many
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of the men had their wivea with them, and were trying to get
transportation, to break threugh anywhere, in order to move
them out of the area taken by the Americans.

Word was recelved that the Germans were preparing an
attack with theirPanzer units to force their way out of the
Pocket, and keep open the escape route. The company then
moved out and &nok up excellent defensive positions about
2000 yards south of Geseke,. The first platoon ppatrolled
eXxtensively to the front and captured several prisoners.
Also, they destroyed four 20mm guns and six 40mm guns,
discovered an alr strip and a2 bomb dump in 2 heavily wood-
ed area, and found a rainload of signal equipment, propa-
ganda material, and spare parts for airplanes, The com-
pany later moved out and took up positions in this area
patrolled by the 1st platoon. The men were in foxholes
for four days and nights in the most miserable whe&hher
imaginkle., It was very coldy and for some time they couldn't
dry. The big picture about this time revealed that the 3rd.-
Armored division had reached the Weser river but couldn't
force a crossing. So as per usual, the lst Infantry Division
was called upon to make the assault crossing and establish
a bridgehead that would allow the Armor to get going againe.
The river was a natural defensive barrier in itself and the
terrailn was ideally sulted for the enemy to make a bitter
stand. Lverything was in his fswpr, but for reasons which
we will probebly never know, he did not take advantage of the
sltuation and the initlial crossing was made against relas
tively light opposition.

At 1700 hours on the 8th of April, the company en=
gaged 1n a hot meal and most of the men received mail from
home. 2nd Lt, John W, Baumgartner joined the company in
this area, having been transferred from 1 ‘eombpany.

At 210C hours, the lst platoon crossed the river in
assault boats and proceeded on to the company's objective ab
bout 2500 yards southeast of Furstenburg. Guides were post-
ed at the appropriate places to insure the remainder of the
company did not get lost going through the woode in the
darkness, All of the company except the ist platoon crosse
ed the river later on a foot bridge that was thrown up after
the original crossinge. The company tied in with I company
and was in positlon by 2300, After a cold, wet and very =
miserable night in holes, the company moved out at 1000 hours
the next morning for thelr second objective, the town of
Fohlen placken, a distance of 15,000 yards. This entire dis-
tance was through woods and at one point there were two roads
running parallel to the east, K company was in column on
one road, and the enemy infatry with S.P.'s were in column
on the other road. The two roads were about 100 yards
apart and both columns continued eastward, side by side.

The enemy turned north just sort of our objective and we
continued to take 35 prisoners, and the town, against small
arms reslistance.

At 0600 hours on the 10th of April, this organization
was attached to the 4th Cavalry group. The company rode tanks
that were part of the Cavalry Group to the town of =inbeck,
and remained there for the night. The next day a 20 mile ride
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on tanks brought us to Duderode another night's sleep.
What a way to fight a war. .

At this stage of the game, the Uermens were prepar-
ing for a stand in the Harz Mountalins, and a lot of S5
troops were brought in for that purpose. The Cavalry
was unable to penetrate the fringe of the mountains, so
1t was April 13th that K company loaded on trucks for a
45 mile ride to an assembly area in &llrich and filled
up on the first ice cream that they had had in a long
time. A two mile march brought the company to the jumpe-
off spot at Sulzhaynand and the LD was crossed at 1600,
Almost immediately, the assault pltoons came under heavy
small 2rms, machine gun and anti-tank fir. - Sgt. Falmbad
of the 3rd platoon was killed and one tenk knocked out.
VMoprtar fire end maneuvering of the 3rd platoon under Lt.
Baumeartner clemed the situation up for a mile, and about
40 prisoners were taken,

About 220 yards up the rcad around a curve another
delaying deflengse was met. Lt. Baumgartner led his platoon
the low ground along the road, and Lt., R.H. Smith led the
remainder of the company up on the road to the high
ground on the left og the 3rd platoon. It was 6000 yards
to the objective, so it was decided to dig in for the
night and continue the advance at 0530 hours the next morn-
ing. The hills were so high and steep that the men went
without chow rather go down and climb back up again. Dur-
ing the night, artillery fell intoc the positione and it
was determined that it was our own stuff that was Jusi
not clearing the top of the hill.

The advance continued that morning at 05350 with
the first and third platoons abreast., Roadblocks had to
be removed as they were encountered, and resistance consls-
ted mostly of 20mm guns and machine guns. At a road in-
tersection the company ran head-on into two German B.P ')
and about a platoon of infantry. A short skirmish ensued
and we traded one tank for am 8P, had one man kllled and
two wounded, and the enemy had all his infantry elther
killed or captured. .The company reorganized and headed
on to Hohegless, the key to the Nazl defenses in that
area, When, within 2000 yards of the objective, the
company was subjected te direst flre from an SF, Lt,
Baumgartner performed an excellent Jjob in directing
artillery and mortar fire while Lt. R.H. Smith led the
lst and 2nd platoons around the left flank of the SP
gun, The 3P was forced to withdraw and then the 1lsti,
2nd and 3rd platoons, in thatorder, moved to the edge
of the woods Jjust douth of Hohegless,

The supporting tanks moved into poslitlon and laid
direct fire on the town, The rifle platoons went in
just as darkness fell and the tanks failed to see the
men move in. As a result, the tanks fired on thelr own
men as much as they did on the Germens. A few rounds
of artillery camein at the séapt of the assault and the
Company Commander, Capt. Fred H, Smith, was wounded in
the leg and wounded. 1lst Lt, Raymond . omith, platoon
leader of the ist platoon, took over the company right
in the middle of the assault. By 2300 the town had been
cleared, roadblocks set up, and a tosdl of 85 prisoners
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taken. No sooner hadthis been done, than an order was
received to attack the city of Benneckenstign. Hot chow
was ready to be served, but the order was= N0 sleep and
no chow until the city was taken and cleared.” Fifty-
six hours without food,water, or sleep and we were told
to keep going! The men and the officers were out on
their feet, but they dld zC on= deriving thelr energy
from not-to-be-=contained feelings toward those who is-
sued the orders. Freparations went on Just as if all was
well. The attack toward Benneckenstlen began at 0400 hours
on the 15th of April with men riding tanks to the half
way point and then golng 1in on foote The entrance was
unopposed but small arms resistance was met 1in the center
of the town. A personnel carrier was knocked out and
several high-ranking officers, both Army and havy were
captured., The town was clear and the company in position
at O700 hours, and finally a hot meal was enjoyed Dy

all.

That night at 2100 hours tne company moved on foot
behind I and L companies to the town of Sorge. As the
platoons were going into positions, an 3P came up the
road and stopped between 1 and & companies. 1 company
sent a bazooka team out to a firing positlon and then K
compay fired three flares over the suspected position
of the Sp sun, The round hit the SPF but d4id not knock
it out, so additional [lares were fired and the bazooka
team tried it again. This, coupled with interdictory
artillery fire on a curve 1in the road, resulted in &a-
nother knocked SP for the Germans. The remnainder of the
night was rather quiet except for an occasional round
of enemy artlllery.

On the 17th of april, K company alone moved out =
and took the ten of Tanne. A patrol Proceeded the com@
pany into the wn, and reported that three enemy tanks
withdrew when they saw the .company coming in. 7The sec-
ond platocn got into the fiire fight on the north side
of the town near the woods. One men wes wounded by &
sniper and about twenty prisoners were taken 1in.

The next morning, the company covered about 6000
vards and held that night 1n Konishof. ZEnroute, small .
arms and tank fire were encountered, and we knocked out
one tank, one truck, and two cars. Manyenemy were kill=-
ed as they tried to withdraw ahead of us. The direct
fire of the enemy was particularly heavy as the company
noved into the town and began to clear it. Defensive
positions were taken up on a high ridge just out of
town and a hot meal was served..

: At 0800 hours the following morning, I and L

" companies attacked abreast from the south to the town

of Elbingerrode. K company swung aboul 2000 yards ag
round to the left and came into the town from the north¢
west, catching the enemy with pants down. The town

was clear by 1100 hours, and we had 450 prisoners and no
casualties. The first platoon attacked some woods fur-
ther to the west of the town and came back with 120
more prisoners. Positions were occupled and guards put
on hospitals and camps in the area., On the 20th of
April, part of the third platoon and a section ef tanks
moved out east of the town to clear an assigned sector
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of woods., Little resistance was met and 85 prisoners were
taken., The next day this same area was swept agaln, and
another 50 prisoners were brought in., The company re-.
mained in Elbingercde 2nd continued to pick up prisoners
here and there until April 25th, when a move was made 1o
Bischafrode. The distance was about 60 miles, and we were
informed that the situation was non-tactical Interior
guard and a training schedule were get up and everyone
thought the war was over as far ascombatl was concerned

for this organization. But at 1600 houres on the 27th,

we moved 120 miles southeast to Schowald and became part
of the Third Army. It was an overnight stay in Schonwald
and the company mcved on to Selb the next day. Motorized
ratrols operated about 3000 yards to the east and road-
blocks and mine fields were cleared,

From then until noon_on the 5th of May, the company
again went "garrisson". 1lst Lt, James luslow Jjoined the
company as executive officer, and the company entrucked
for a 15 mile ride to the city of Cheb (uger in Czecho-
sloveakia, There the bd news was recelived that we had to
saart pushing again., The thought was uppermost in every-
one's mind; that this was too late 1n the game to goet itee

K company jumped off at 0600 hours on lMay 6th and
led the battalion the entire way from the LD to the day's
final obJjectives at Kynsberk, a distance of over 12,000
yards., The company was supported by a platoon of tanka
and a pléoon of heavy machine gunse The first four vil-
lages were taken without a fight, and 355 prisoners were
picked up in Reichensdorf, Sebenbach, Durnbach and Ava.,
As the compay started across 2000 yards of open ground
before the village of Kulsam, it came under grazing auto-
matic fire and was pinned down. When the radioffaizéd to
operate, Lt, R.H. Smith went back to the rear of the com-
pany and gave the platoon leader of the tanks the position
of the rifle platoons and the positlions of the enemy weap-
ons with instruction as to how to proceed. The tanks
and infantry then.advanced abr&ast using assault fire.

As the company reached the river at the edge of town
the third platoon, with Lt. Baumgartner ledding, capiured
the one and only bridge remaining intact in the entire
area, A cache of nitro-glycerine was under the brildge
and two 500 pound bombs were on top. The company waded
across into the edge of town in the face of small arms
fire, and then the bridge and vielinity were subjected
to heavy mortar fire lasting until the town was com=-
pletely cleared , and fire was directed into the wooded
areas to the front. The captare of this bridge enabled
the CCA of the 9th Armored Division to roll through and
head for the city of Falkenau.

A total of 140 prisoners had been taken up to this
point and the company turned them over to battalion and
prepared to Jump off for Kuynsberk. ELEnroute the villages
of Klingen and DLobrose were cleared of the enemy without
resistance. The advance continued and the company went
into position on the high ground east of the town with-
out any trouble. Many of the civilians were put to work
clearing roadblocks while the men ate some hot chow and
got a little well-earned rest,

The following morning at 0700 hours the company
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moved out agalin and took the village of Kagerova and the
town of Goldorf. It was a this point, when the company
was preparing to continue to advance, that the order was
recelved to halt all forward movement because the Ger-
man Army to our front was surrendering. The only emotion
expressed at the time was the fact that no casualties .
had been suffered by the company during the last push..

The company moved on up to Falkenau at 1900 hours
that evening in order to handle a concentration camp con-
taining over 1000 women. It was very obvious that many
headaches and confusion galore were going to develop in
the handling of displaced persons, refugees, and prisone
ers of war, both German and Allied. And so 1t was on
VE day in Company K. That's the way it goes. Some days
are like that.
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